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River which joins the mightier Yenesei, its water is fresh. South o£ Lake
Baikal the two regions known as Outer Mongolia (because it is far from
China) and Inner Mongolia form another high mountain-girt plateau.
This is bounded on the east for a thousand miles or more by the Khingan
Mountains, which rise on the edge of a great escarpment bordering the
plains of Manchukuo and North China. Farther north the eastern part of
Siberia is a chaos of mountains. At the other (southern) end of the
Khingan Range the Tibetan Plateau ends in a veritable fringe of ridges
and gorges which cause parts of southwestern China still to remain
unexplored.
Now we begin to see why most of Asia shows so few dots in the popu-
lation map (A144) and is crossed by only one railroad from east to west
and by none from north to south. If the relief of the continent were dif-
ferent—if it sloped gently upward to a high plateau in the north central
part—millions of square miles which are now almost uninhabited because
of dryness, ruggedness, or low temperature would be as productive as
the plains of our west.
Asia's Eastern and Southern Fringe
The eastern part of Asia consists of the plains already mentioned and
of isolated mountain masses. Look again at the map and note the three
distinct forms taken by these mountains. (1) The first form is isolated
ranges more or less parallel to the coast, as in southeastern Siberia between
the lower Amur River and Vladivostok, China south of the Yangtze, and
Annam in the eastern part of French Indo-China.
 (2)	Other mountains take the form of rough peninsulas such as (a)
Kamchatka in the far north, (£) Korea or Chosen, (c) the small but
populous peninsula of Shantung in North China, and (rf) the narrow but
rugged Malay Peninsula.   The triangular southward projection of India
(<?) is another such peninsula.   Just as Shantung is separated from the
mountains farther west by an alluvial plain laid down by the Yellow
River (Hwang Ho), so the Indian Peninsula is separated from the Hima-
layas by the Indo-Gangetic Plain composed of alluvial deposits laid down
by the Indus and Ganges.   Farther west the Arabian Peninsula (/), as
large as the United States east of the Mississippi River, is similarly sepa-
rated from the central mountains of Asia by the alluvial plain of the Tigris
and Euphrates in the modern country of Iraq.   The Indian and Arabian
peninsulas are also alike in being high on the west, especially in the south,
and sloping eastward.
 (3)	Islands are the third form taken by the mountains that fringe
Asia on the east.   Because this coast has been depressed, partially en-
closed seas take the place of the plains and basins farther inland.  Thus in

